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De;w Mr. Welch and d Hiny: . . 

Thank you for your letter dated August 5,2005, to Administrator Stephen L.. Johnson, 
concwrring the findings reported in Dr. Elise Beth Bassin's thesis entitled, "Associs~tion Between 
Flu~~icle  in Drinking Water During Growth and Development and the Incidence of Osteosarcoma 
for Chi1.dren and Adolescents" (April 2001) while she was a student at the Harvard School of 
b ~ t a l  .Medicine. The Environmental Protection Agency @PA) is aware of this work and agrees 
wit11 yc~u tba~ it must be considered as part of the ongoing Agency review of the Murimurn 
Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) for Fluoride. 

As you are aware, EPA has a contract with the National h e a r &  Council of the National 
Acaclerny of Sciences (NAS) for a revfew of health effects and exposure studies published since 
their last review of health effects of fluoride iq 1993. IBPA is expecting completion of the NAS 
revi~w effort in February 2006. Harvard University hos made portions of Dr. Bassi-n's thesis 
availadc to the NAS, and it is part of their literature reviewed. Thus, it is important that the 
NP,S rc:view be completed before EPA mikes any regulatory decisions based on hrdth effects' of 
flnuritle. Harvard University has made portions of Ih. Bassin's thesis available to the NAS, and 
it is part of their literature reviewed. 

11 is noteworthy that Dr. Bessin's thesis has never been published or subjec.tt:d to peer 
review. The importkt chapter on "Problems in the Exposure Assessment of Fluodcb Levels in 
Dilflkinp Water" was not included with p u r  lettar and is requfred h r  any dose-response 
evrllurttjon. According to the Agency's Information Quality Guidelines, scientific information 
must undergo independent peer review before bc@g considered for Agency dedsic~n making. 
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W A  appreciates your concern for public welfare. I would like to teassuk you that the 
Agency's role i s  ensuring the safety of public drinking water supplies. W e  are certain that the 
meawrc-s we have already in place, including working through NAS in reviewing the fluoride 
data, will ensure that sound science underlies all regulatory actions 1e1ate.d to fluoricle. 

If you have any furthu questions, please contact me at (202) 566-1 1 17 or Joyce Donohue, 
at (2 0%) 566- 1098. 

Edward V. Ohanian, Ph.L)., 6irccm 
Health and Ecologi& CX.&ria Division 


